
O MORNING STAR,  HOW FAIR  AND BRIGHT

What  i s  your  f i r s t  awak ing  though t  each  morn ing?  Have  you  ever  looked
to  the  Eas t  and  seen  the  beau t i fu l  morn ing  s ta r?

Of ten ,  when  we a re  ve ry  young  "p rayers "  a re  "words"  spoken  to  God  a t  mea l t ime ,  a t ' bed t ime,
c h u r c h  o n  S u n d a y s .  B u t n o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  o l d e r , p r a y e r  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  a n  a l l - t h e - t i m e  k n o w i n g  t h a t
i s  ever  w i th  us  -  and  whenever  fea rs ,  o r  p rob lems,  o r  d i f f i cu l t  dec is ions  con f ron t  us ,  we  can  s imp ly
to  "The  Morn ing  S ta r "  -  to  "God"  -  and  open  our  hear ts  to  H is  w isdom and  courage .  A t  the
moment  whcn  we  open  our  l i ves  and  though ts  to  God  -  no  mat te r  where  we  a re  -  th i s  i s  "p rayer . "

What  were  the  words  tha t  Jesus  taugh t  us  to  use  as  we  tu rn  toward  God in  p rayer?

or  at
God
tu rn
very

P h i l i p p  N i c o l a i ,  t h e
I  5 5 6  a n d  I  6 0 8 .  A
N i c o l a i  w a s  b o r n .

W h a t  w a s  i t ?

Lu theran  pas to r  who  wro te  the
grea t  movement  had  jus t  begun

or ig ina l  German words  to  th i s  hymn,  l i ved  be tween
to  happen  in  Germany  shor t l y  be fo re  the  t ime  tha t

There  were  two  t rans la t ions  o f  N ico la i ' s  words :  Ca ther ine  Winkwor th ' s
B r i g h t "  i n  1 8 6 3  a n d  W i l l i a m  M e r c e r ' s  " H o w  B r i g h t l y  B e a m s  t h e  M o r n i n g
o f  t rans la to rs  impor tan t  to  ou r  hymns  and  to  our  B ib le  and  thus ,  to  us?

"O Morn ing  S ta r ,  How Fa i r  and
S t a r "  i n  1 8 5 9 .  W h v  i s  t h e  w o r k

L i s t e n  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  " O  M o r n i n g  S t a r . "  C a n  y o u
L is ten  how beau t i fu l  each  o f  the  harmon iz ing  par ts
sce  i f  you  know what  these  d i f fe ren t  marks  mean:

hear  the  me lody  pa t te rns  tha t  sound  exac t l y  the  same?
are  as  you  s ing  them separa te ly .  Look  a t  the  mus ic  and
( N a m e  a n d  d e f i n e . )

A

Why not  memor ize th is  hymn to carry  wi th in your  hear t  a lways as a constant  reminder  that  the Morning
Star  is  a lways shin ing,  God is  a lways wi th us,  and "Prayer"  is  how we may overcome the darkest  of
problems wi th the L ight  of  God !

This  hymn has long been cal led "The 
Queen of  Chorales."  Ask your  choi r  d i rector  to  help you f ind the

hymn known as "The King of  Chorales."  A h int :  i t  was wr i t ten (both text  and music)  by the same man,
P h i l i o o  N i c o l a i .
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